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ORANGE-STREET CHAPEL, 


THIS DISCOURSE: 


IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 
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A TOKEN OF RESPECT AND GRATITUDE, 


BY THEIR MOST OBLIGED 


HUMBLE SERVANT, - 


J. CARTWRIGHT, 


Mar 28, 1791, 


Y ec. 


To my dearly beloved Friends, the Congre- 
gation at ORANGE-STREET CHAPEL, 
that were the Auditors of this Sermon: 


| Grace and Peace be mulliplied. 


BELOVED, 


IruIxXx all our ſervices ſhould be 
dedicated to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the chief 
Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls. I can truly 
ſay that I came among you on Sunday, 
May 15, in his name, defirous to hold forth 
to you his pure and precious truths without 
human mixtures, by which the goſpel of Je- 
ſus is much corrupted. 


When the following plain Sermon was 
preached the Author never once thought of 
ſending it to the preſs: but you well know 
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your earneſt and repeated wiſhes. The mo- 
ment I left the pulpit many were ſubſcribed 


for; adding your hearty deſires that the ſame 


might be put into the hands of profeſſors at 
large. | 


My deſign in preaching this diſcourſe was 
to expoſe the abſurdity of a legal ſcheme of 
holineſs ; and, at the ſame time, to prove that 
the unconditional grace of God teacheth a be- 
liever to abhor the ways of iniquity. | 


As the ſubject is handled by an unexpe- 
rienced pen, you cannot expect to meet with 


fine flouriſhes of human rhetoric. 


Some may ſuppoſe I am tainted with An- 
tinomian tenets, If fo, it is my comfort that 


all the prophets and apoſtles were Antino- 
mians; all the reformers proſecuted the ſame 


ſcheme; and ſound preachers of all denomi- 
nations are at preſent proceeding in the ſame 


way. Fl mm 
” Should 


Li ] 

Should any preacher of ſpurious doctrines 
caſt his eye on what God has enabled me to 
deliver in the following ſheets, let him re- 
member the curſe of God will fall on them 
who with lying principles deceive the 
people. | 


| Reader, thou wilt find this Diſcourſe con- 


tains the uncouth tenets of bleſſings pur- 


chaſed by Chriſt, and communicated from 

Chriſt. Here, and here only, is the ſource of 

our ſtrongeſt conſolations, and the foundation 

of our eternal hopes. God, by his Spirit, can 

teach either by the tongue or the pen, by 
ſpeaking or by writing. | 


I can ſay, with diſintereſted Paul, I live, 
« if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord.” O may the 
truths contained in this Diſcourſe ſtrengthen 
your hearts in the way to your eternal reſt! 
and, if you find any ſpiritual advantage from 


my weak labours, remember me at a throne 


of grace; and may we ſhortly together find 
A 4 the 
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the import of that moſt gracious promiſe — 
„The Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting Light, 
* and thy God thy glory!“ 
So prays 


Your ready Servant, 


For Jeſu's ſake, 


J. CARTWRIGHT. 
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| 1 PH&TER II. 9. 
| That ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of Him 


who hath called you out of darkneſs into his 
_ marvellous light. 


Tux advice given by St. Paul to Timothy, 
1 Epiſt. iv. 16, was ſtrictly attended to by 
the author of my text. He, indeed, adhered 
to ſound doctrines, and was a ſcribe ready 
inſtructed; but, knowing that doctrines may 
be preached, and are received, whilſt the 
hearts of many remain untouched with an 
experimental acquaintance of the grace of 
God, he took care to ſhew that the doctrine 
of the Bible is a doctrine according to godli- 

"neſs, 
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(18) 
neſs. Moſt juſtly doth Tertullian obſerve, 
« Non magna loquimur, ſed vivimus“ 
Living Chriſtians, and not boaſters, are mem- 


bers of Jeſus. 


May the fame Spirit by which Peter ut- 
| | tered theſe words dwell in all your hearts! 
Under his influence, let us confider, 


I. What a wretched ſituation his hearers 
had been in, and how a ſtate of nature may 


be called a ſtate of darkneſs. 


II. That a change had been effected; and 


endeavour to deſcribe the cauſe of it. 


III. Attempt to prove that this grace, thus 
diſplayed, leads a believer to gratitude and 
obedience. 


And hes 1 with drawing Gand i a 
ferences from the whole. 


1. What a wretched ſituation Peter's 
hearers had been in, and how a ſtate of nature 
may be called a ſtate of darkneſs. 


For 


6 


For a confirmation of what I now aſſert, 
ſee the roth verſe of this chapter. Notice | | 
their former ſtate, © which in time paſt were | 1 
* not a people, but are now the people of | 1 

| 


© God.” See the 25th verſe—** Ye were F 
as ſheep going aſtray, but are now returned 1 
to the Shepherd and Biſhop of your ſouls.” . bf 
Suffer me to refer you to the 4th chapter, 
3d verſe—** For the time paſt of our life may 
« ſuffice us to have wrought the will of the 
& Gentiles, when we walked in laſciviouſ- 
„ neſs, luſts, &c, Such was their ſtate, - 
and ſuch were their practices! Well might 
the inſpired preacher pronounce it to be a 
ſtate of darkneſs ; for they had been led cap- 
tive by Satan, the prince of darkneſs, who 
worketh in the children of diſobedience. 
The darkneſs of a finful ſtate ſhews itſelf 
doctrinally and practically: there is the dark- 
neſs of ignorance; ſee what a black veil is 
drawn over the mind in Eph. iv. 18, % hav- 
ing the underſtanding darkened: - they ſat 
in darkneſs, and they loved it. What but 
ignorance of the truth can lead a man to ar- 
raign the ſovereignty of God at the bar of hu- 
man reaſon? Rom. ix. 19. Thou wilt 
. _ unto me, Why dath he yet 

find 


6 #) | 
„find fault? Here the objector makes his 
objections; they are blind. But why doth 
he find fault with their blindneſs if there is 
differencing grace? What but groſs darkneſs 
can induce a man to ſuppoſe his ſtate is good, 
when the contrary is eaſily proved? Rev. iii. 
17, Thou fayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed 
with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knoweſt not that thou art wretched, 
* and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
* naked.” They could not ſee their ſtate; 
they could not ſee Jeſus; they were debtors 


and beggars, and yet boaſters; and thus 


proved the light that was in them was dark- 
neſs: yea, this ignorance leads the finner to 
preſume; Deut. xxix. 19, When he heareth 
„ the words of this curſe he will bleſs him- 
e felf in his heart, ſaying, I thall have peace 
though I walk in the imagination n of mine 
„ heart.” 


If we take a view of it in a practical ſenſe, 
the ſcriptures furniſh us with glaring proofs 
of this awful truth. Jeſus is oppoſed in all 
his offices. Let them who magnify the 
power of free-will deny this if they can. Are 
we not enemies to the prophetical office of 
Jeſus? Liſten to the reproach caſt upon 

| him, 


( 5 3 

him, John x. 20, He hath a devil, and is 
„ mad, why hear ye him?” He is delirious, 
he has a heated brain; his deſign is to teach 
by the ſcriptures and his miniſters. But ſee 
ſinners' averſion in Mat. xxii. 4, 5, All 
<< things are ready; come unto the marriage. 
«© But cher made licht of it, and went their 
„Ways.“ — Here is a royal wedding feaſt ; 
the gueſts are called upon, the dinner is pre- 
pared, and all things are ready: but they were 
unready; they ſlighted the meſſage, and 
turned their backs on the feaſt with plauſible 
excuſes. 


Do men ſtand better affected towards his 
prieſtly office? 1 Cor. i. 23, We preach 
«© Chriſt crucified.” But the croſs is a 
ſtumbling-block to the Jews, and fooliſhneſs 
to the Greeks, There was nothing in the 
atonement of Jeſus to ſuit their taſte, or gra- 
tiff ther vanity. 


Views our darkneſs by nature reſpecting his 
kingly office. In him God the Father is 
well pleaſed; but corrupt nature is the very 
reverſe; yea, let nature poſſeſs all its advan- 
tages, and proud nature leans to the law. 

« Bag” 


$16.) 
% But, Gal. iii. 12, „ the law is not of 
faith; and therefore, Pfalm n. 3, ** Let 
« us break their bands aſunder, and caſt away 
« their cords from us, is the language of 
every unrenewed ſinner. The ſons of Belial 
hate the yoke of Jeſus. Thus the affections 
are wholly diſtempered ; the ſinner loves what 
he ſhould hate, and hates what he ſhould 
love. Adam the root was poifoned, and we 


the branches are envenomed : the ſoul is a 


maſs of darkneſs and rebellion ; the moſt va- 
huable talents are exhauſted upon vanities ; 
purſuing the ways of ſin at the expenſe of 
_ God's glory; ſcorning the way of religion, 
they make a mock of ſin; the world, in its 
gaudy dreſs, appears beautiful, and, with all 
its bewitching charms, captivates the ſinner's 
heart ; and, fluſhed with hopes, purſues with 
greedineſs the luſts of the fleſh, the luſt of 
the eye, and the pride of life; early and late 
following its deceitful glories, flying from va- 
nity to vanity, and Satan continually preſent- 
ing new objects of delight, ſtill perſuading 
the unthinkmg ſoul that creature happineſs 
will make him completely bleſſed. This is 
the caſe, your caſe and mine. But where is 
aſſiſtance to be had ? N ot in ourſelves, Can 
the 


( 
the dead man raiſe himſelf? can the leper 


_ cleanſe himſelf? Men try to mend the mat- 


ter, but they mar it; their ſhelter. is a refuge 
of lies; their righteouſneſs is filthy rags. 
Cain tried juſtification by works, and his ſeed 


have been thus employed ever finee. Mem 


make uſe of Chriſt to fill up the deficiencies 
in their obedience. O what pains are our 
Phariſees now at to prop up their 'tottering 
righteouſneſs! and ſo they will continue till 
they feel and enjoy what Iam led to conlulers 


Secondly, That a change had he effected; 
and endeareur to deſeribe it. 


It is defined in the text as being called out 
of darkneſs ; it goes beyond a call to an office. 
Saul was called to take upon him the go- 
vernment of Iſrael, Men, in general, are 
called upon by the works of Providence; the 


preaching of the goſpel by good men in all 


ages is an external call, but that mentioned 
in the text is properly deſcribed as an effec- 
tual call. Do read Rom. viii. 30, and you 
will find there is God's electing love; it 
goes beyond moral perſuaſion; Jehovah puts 
forth ebene Eph. i i. 19, it is the work 


of 


CRY) 

of the Holy Ghoſt. Miniſters cannot give 
it; hearers cannot receive it. I may aver 
with truth, that it is confined to a ſmall part 

of Adam's race. Iſrael had it, but other na- 
tions were deſtitute of it. We have it, but 
many parts of the world are without it. It 
is allowed by all wiſe men that not one third 
of the known world poſſeſs the outward 
means of grace; and, where goſpel light 
ſhines in all its purity, how many eſteem it 
as an idle fable! We muſt acknowledge 
God's methods are various; John iii. 8, The 
« wand bloweth where it hiſteth.”” When 
Saul was called, it was not by the preaching 
of the goſpel; there was no paſtor, no ſanc- 
tuary, no congregation. Look at Zaccheus ; 
ſalvation is brought to his ſoul without his 
attendance upon the ſtated means of grace. 


As in the firſt creation the Lord com- 
manded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſo his 
people, called by grace, have their minds ir- 
radiated; they ſee, they feel fin to be exceed- 
ing ſinful; they are acquainted with their 
own inſufficiency; they ſee the fitneſs and 
the fulneſs of Jeſus as a complete ſaviour; 
they find, as it is exprefled in Gal. v. 13, 

| they 


(a. 
they are called unto liberty, but it is ſuch a 
liberty as crucifies them to the world. They 


are, as it is expreſſed in 1 Cor. i. 9, called 
to the fellowſhip of Jeſus, and they find this 


is an unalterable call; ſuch as are choſen are 
called, and ſuch as are called are choſen, and 
ſuch as are called are kept: it is a gift of 
God without repentance, for between being 
called and glorified there is an unchangeable 
union. Ts 


This 1s properly called a light that is 


marvellous, if we conſider its excellent na- 


ture. It is ſaid in Matt. iv. 16, to be a great 


light like the light of the ſun;” ſmall in its 
entrance, but great in its perfection. 


It is ſo if we conſider it as an act of diſ- 
_ criminating grace. An account is given in 
Exodus x. 22, That God's ſervant ſtretch- 
ed forth his hand, and there was thick 
« darkneſs; but all the children of Iſfrael 
* had light in their dwellings;“ this is 
diſcriminating grace. Read Mark iv. 11, 
„ Unto you it is given to know the myſ- 
„* teries of the kingdom, but unto them 


that are without it is ſpoken or done in 


B „ parables.” 


IRENE; 
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6 ( _ 
e parables.” Learned Pilate was ignorant 
of it, while the poor thief on the croſs 
found pardon and peace here, and heaven at 
laſt ; to ſome it is the ſavour of life, to others 
it is the ſavour of death. 


It is marvellous in the Chriſtian's own 
eyes, he beholds it with wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment. John xiv. 22, Lord how 1s it that 
thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf unto us and not 
e unto the world?“ 


It is marvellous to all around them. 
Pſ. Ixxi. 7, I am a wonder to many.” Do 
read Pf. cxxvi. 2, Then faid they among 
the heathen, the Lord hath done great 
things for them.” What a confeſſion 
extorted from our adverſaries! they were 
amazed at it, and knew not what to make of 
it: it is well ſaid that God's people are men 
wondered at. | 


It is marvellous, if we conſider its aſtoniſh- 
ing effects; it exceeds the graſp of human 
underſtanding : but where it is made known 
to the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch are 
enabled to believe the glorious truths of the 

* goſpel, 


Es 

goſpel, that the holy Jeſus was; puniſhed 
for the guilty, and. that the guilty through 
him are made righteous. Converted ſinners 
aim at his "icy and not their own; act 
by his ſtrength, and not their own: they are 
poor, and yet make many rich; they are 
true, and yet contented to be eſteemed as 
deceivers; they are as dying, and yet they live, 
aud live well too, on the body and blood of 
Jeſus; yea, they live comfortably, and ſhall 
hve eternally : they are willing to tarry here 
ſo long as they may be uſeful, and yet are 
| panting after their eternal home: to them 
death is transformed, they are waiting for the 
priſon bars to be opened: yes, ſirs, you will 
find ſuch honouring Jeſus in the laſt moments 
of their pilgrimage; his love ſweetly warms 
their hearts in thoſe chilling moments; they 
die by his hand who was dead and is aliye 
again; the roaring lion cannot diſmay them; 
they have found be loved them, and now they 
find he loves to the laſt, Faith performs its 
final office, and, with their eyes ſtedfaſtly fixed 
on the eternal weight of glory, they enter 
into his preſence, where there is fulneſs of 
joy, and at whoſe right hand there are rivers 
of pleaſure, for evermore. 


n; ma 
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I will now, as I propoſed, delineate the 


* Chriſtian's gratitude, enforced by argu- 


ments drawn from the unbounded compaſ- 
ſion of God our Saviour; this is the foun- 
tain from whence flows true fanCtification. 


Do you aſk what conſtitutes a Chriſtian? Is it 


the practice of duties? I anſwer, no. Union 
with Jeſus, and an intereſt in his righteouſ- 
neſs, makes a Chriſtian. O let us he, de- 
teſt every doctrine that ſprings from pride, | 
every ſentiment that will produce boaſting 


Tell me, where does the Bible unite the obe 
dience of Jeſus and the obedience of the ſin- 


ner? My fellow - ſinners, ſuch a co-partner- _ 
ſhip is errant popery. I tell you, as Paul told 
the double-minded Galations, Chriſt, my 
adorable maſter, will have the unſhared glory; 
away then with your poſſi bilities and capaci- 
ties. — Hear Jeſus, '« ] have finiſhed the 
W work. ”—Hear Paul, Ye are complete 
T in him.” '—Hear Iſaiah, In the Lord have 
G1 righteouſneſs and ſtrength: here i is no 
min- let others ſpeak” of it as a debt, 
they ſhout with heart and voice. The reward 
is of; grace, or, in other Words, a gift without 


wages; yea, to a conſcience Bas bebe with 


guilt it 1s grateful and delicious as the full 
: flowing 


CAT 
flowing ftream to the hunted hart: nothing 
can be performed by our natural ability; in- 
ſtead of its producing good, we muſt own it 
18 deſperately wicked, and ſee that ſelf· Ioath- 


ing and ſelf-abhorrence belong to us. "Yet 


the Chriftian moſt heartily j joins with Peter, 


* Sanctified by the Spirit unto obedience.“ 


If we rightly underſtand the grace of Chriſt 
we thall continually ſtudy the glory of Chriſt. 

My text ſpeaks of ſhewing forth his praiſes ; - 
but remember, this is unconnelel with' 


finlefs perfection. The ſoul of every true 


believer is the ſubject of two diſtinct prin- 
ciples ; grace remains a diſtinct principle 


from ſin, and will ſo continue till the hour 


of death. 


Shewing forth his praiſes has reſpect to 
each of the perſons in the Trinity; it reſpects 


God the Father, who appointed us to falva- 
tion—God the Son, who loſt his life for our 
falvation—and God the Holy Ghoſt, Who 


| produceth a new life within us. 


Creation itſelf ſheweth forth his ras 
Pſ. xix. 1, . The heavens declare the glory 
66 of the Lord;” not a caſual hit of atoms, 
that 
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6240 
that is an abſurdity rather to be bantered 
than reaſoned upon. View the Brightneſs 
declaring him a God of light—the Extent 
declaring him a God, of power—the Influence 
dechring him a God of goodneſs : notice 


Rom. xi. 36, Of him there is his fulneſs— 


cough him there is his grace. 


Aue when may it bs FSH 2 Chriſtian 


ſheweth forth his praiſes ? I anſwer; when he 


Canons 


owns with Jacob and with Paul his own 


meanneſs and vileneſs when he gives credit 
with Abraham to the precious promiſes of 
covenant God when he is enabled to plead 


| for goſpel doctrine. Athanafius is called 
TIpoCoAov Ths aanbua;, the bulwark of truth. 


Jude, in the third verſe, ſpeaks of contending 
earneſtly, contending as for a diſputed birth- 
right or mberifance,. for the Faith « once deli. 
vered to the ſaints. | 


£1. may add, we 8 ſhew forth 
his praiſes when we are without reſerve de- 
dicated to his glory. John xv. 8, Herein 
„ is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
640 fruit.” This is an evidence of our diſciple- 
ſhip; thus we are to our divine Lord a praiſe 

| and 


( *5 3 
and a glory. Jeſus, as the root, diffuſeth 
ſap; and we, as branches inſufficient of our- 
ſelves, but united to him, derive that fruit- 
fulneſs by which fruits of righteouſneſs are 
produced. = 


How can we boaſt of Jeſus as our Saviour, 


when men ſee us injure the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and ſerve Satan by ourlooſe behaviour? Notice 
the language of Paul, Rom. u. 24, For 


* the name of God is blaſphemed among the 


& Gentiles through you ;”” thus the ſins of 
profeſſors are in general laid upon their pro- 


feſſion, as if the goſpel countenanced ſuch 


baſe practices. 
I ſhall conclude with a few inferences; 


1. My text deſtroys the notion of prepa- 
ratory conditions and recommending qualifica= 
tions. Sinners are dead, dead in treſpaſſes 
and fin; and nothing ſhort of unmerited grace 
and omnipotent power can produce the change 
J have been ſpeaking of. Ve boaſters of law 
duties, that talk of practiſing holineſs if ye 
will, yea, to will it if ye pleaſe; if the Bible 
is true, ye are neither humbled nor enlight- 

8 ened 


„ 
ened Go and labour Work and weep, till 
ye have ſcrewed yourſelves up to the higheſt 
pitch of Phariſaic pride; but remember the 
power ye boaſt of will at laſt prove you de- 
teſtable hypocrites : let. us then take heed of 
daubing with untempered mortar, let us not 
attempt to correct the Bible; we are directed 
to look to Jeſus as the author and finiſher of 
his people's ſalvation. 


2. How happy are the fecipiants of the 
ineſtimable bleſſings contained in the paſſage 
I have been endeavouring to explain! They 
know from what ſtorchouſe they get their 
treaſures, even from the fulneſs of Chriſt 
Jeſus ; for although he is in heaven, and they 
upon earth, nevertheleſs he ſavingly and 
eternally unites them to himſelf by his in- 
finite and eternal Spirit. Is the body of ſin 
deſtroyed ?—lt is.—But how ?— The apoſtle 
replies, The old man was crucified with Chriſt. 
You ſee he died not that we by working 
might prepare a nature pure and holy, but 
by faith receive it ready prepared by Jeſus 
for us. The haughty leper thought meanly 
of. Jordan's ſtreams, and, truſting on my 
Maſter's complete work, is in the preſent day 

- *  tranted 


Kr) 
treated with great contempt ; but the ſub- 
: jects of grace know that it is God's method 

to bring men from fin to holineſs by his Holy 


Spirit — to feel their undone ſtate to let 


them ſee that he loveth them, and all their 
tranſgreſſions and iniquities are freely for- 
6 | 


40 if the Holy Ghoſt, while I am ſpeaking, 
is bringing the word home to the boſom of a 
poor backſlider, ſuch will ſtand ſelf- condemned, 
and with cries and tears ſupplicate the Lord 
Jeſus, that his grace may reſtore to their 
downcaſt hearts the | ads of his ſalvation. 

4. Let us REEL EL the almighty ves of 
ſuch bleſſings, we have this day heard of will 


feed his people according to the integrity of 


his heart, and guide them e the ö 
of his hands. 

Let this endelig i Jeſs: to b ious of his 
people. O the immenſe value of the riches 
of Chriſt! For him let us eſteem all things 
but droſs and dung for him may we tread 


every rival under our feet for him may we 


prove to all around us, that we do not live 
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in fin becauſe grace abounds; but Rudy daily 
1 and hourly to glorify ſuch free, unbounded, 
ſatisfying, and eternal love: he is to us the 
chief among ten thouſand, and the alt- 
gether Dale, ml 9 
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Thou brighteſt, ſweeteſt, faireſt one, | 
That eyes have ſeen, « or angels known. 
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| To him, ls the Father aud the Holy 
Spirit, be aſcribed, as to Iſrael's triune Jeho- 
vah, glory and honour, power and riches, 
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| wiſdom and „ now ba for ever. 1 

ö | Amen. | A $01 8212911 4 GE 4 
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N Won 1 p, Fleſh, and Satan, all —_— 5555 
Io draw with ſnares this heart of mine 
From Ixsu's love away l 
With nets, and traps, and many Journey 
My ſoul entangle unawares—. 18 211 10 5 
Lok, drive thy foes away. 5 


Each urge a ſtrong, a powerful claim; 
That I was theirs I own with ſhame, 
That once I knew them all: 
But did not IE Sus bleed and die, 
And captive led captivity ? 
Lok p, free me from their thrall. 
Surely their triple plea is wrong; 
Lon p, I am thine, to thee belong, 
| The purchaſe of thy blood: 
IE HOVAH JEsvus, reſcue me, 
And ſet my ſtruggling ſpirit free, 
And re 7 the victor Gov. 
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